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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 15 May on the following motion moved by Hon Liz Behjat — 
That the following address be presented to His Excellency — 

To His Excellency Malcolm McCusker, Companion of the Order of Australia, Commander of 
the Royal Victorian Order, Queen’s Counsel, Governor in and over the state of Western 
Australia and its dependencies in the commonwealth of Australia. 
May it please Your Excellency: We, the Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament 
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our most gracious 
sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to 
Parliament. 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [12.30 pm]: I was just about to 
wrap up the comments I had made across two or three different sessions of Parliament. The government is 
incredibly proud of the level of commitment that has been made across the areas of my portfolios in mental 
health and drug and alcohol services, disability services and child protection and family support. I thank the 
Governor for opening the Parliament.  
HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan) [12.31 pm]: I am more than pleased to agree to the 
motion. I also compliment His Excellency the Governor, Malcolm McCusker, for his speech to Parliament. I will 
make some comments about aspects of his speech that are of particular interest to me. I will refer to certain 
paragraphs within the speech and make some comments before moving on to what is a very important issue—
namely, the government’s program of economic reform. Specifically, I will refer to the directions as set out by 
the Economic Audit Committee.  

One of the significant challenges identified for the new government in the Governor’s speech was the need to 
cope with the demands of the state’s unparalleled growth. Many thousands of workers are flocking here from the 
eastern states and overseas. I understand from the Governor’s speech that some 1 000 people come to Western 
Australia each week. Obviously that is putting a strain on infrastructure of all kinds, especially in the areas of 
transport, health facilities, schooling and housing. This morning we had a discussion about this, and although I 
will not reflect on a debate that has already been had in this house, there is no doubt that these pressures exist 
and they are very real. What is particularly concerning is the fact that the government has done so little over the 
last four years to deal with these very real pressures. I know from my work in training and workforce 
development that the “Training WA: Planning for the future 2009–2018” plan clearly articulated that it expected 
the number of people coming to WA would increase. In response to some of the questions I have asked in this 
place, the Minister for Training and Workforce Development has put on the public record time and time again 
that an additional 67 000 workers will come to WA by 2015. Even though it knew about these pressures, the 
government sat on its hands and did very little, if anything, about them and now, all of a sudden, it has found 
itself in a pickle. Had accommodation been made in the area of transport, we would not have ended up with 
people sitting in their cars for hours on the freeways north and south as they try to get from point A to point B 
across the metropolitan area during peak hour and other times. There is an old saying that time is money. When I 
travel on the main arterial roads to get from Morley to Perth via Alexander Drive, for example, it can sometimes 
take 45 minutes. I am a member of Parliament but there are plenty of small and large business people who need 
to get from point A to point B and for whom time is of the essence. These wait times come at an enormous 
expense to them with opportunities lost.  

Our health facilities are absolutely stretched. People are waiting longer to get access to hospital services and 
other health facilities. There is pressure on our schools, and the waiting time for housing continues to extend 
outwards. Certainly the economic circumstances in which some people now find themselves as a direct result of 
the government’s policy to increase fees and charges and its application of a cost-recovery model for utilities has 
put greater pressure on households. There is no doubt that some people who previously could have sent their 
children to a private school can no longer do so. Those people have started to move back into the public school 
system. The point I am trying to make is that many of these pressures were foreseen but the government did 
nothing about them; hence, it now has a major problem on its hands.  

I refer to the area of mental health. I listened with some interest to the minister’s comment about mental health. 
Hon Helen Morton gave us an overview of the mental health agenda. If one had listened to Hon Helen Morton, 
one would have thought that there is a rosy picture out there, that everyone in mental health is very happy and 
that the mental health sector is operating beautifully, so to speak. The minister clearly has not taken any notice of 
the findings of Professor Bryant Stokes, which were delivered last year in his very damning report. If I were the 
Minister for Mental Health, I would be very concerned about the deficiencies in that sector. I would be working 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 16 May 2013] 

 p668a-671a 
Hon Helen Morton; Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich 

 [2] 

through recommendation after recommendation to make sure that all the concerns identified are indeed 
addressed.  

I would have thought that being the Minister for Mental Health is a fairly big job. Obviously this minister is 
more interested in creating the perception that she is much better than she is. Not only has she not allocated a 
priority towards mental health, but also she now has other human services portfolio areas of responsibility, 
which will make it even harder for her to focus on this very important area.  

I compliment Professor Bryant Stokes for the work he did. An honourable member opposite is smiling. I put on 
the public record that originally when I was advised in this place that Professor Stokes would undertake the 
review, I expressed some concern because I thought at the very least he may have a conflict of interest given he 
was a senior figure in the public health system. Certainly I was wrong; I am the first to admit it. He did an 
absolutely wonderful job on behalf of the mental health sector, its clients and their families. He set out a clear 
blueprint for the future. There is no doubt that this is an area of grave importance and that the minister must act 
on the recommendations as soon as possible. I look forward with great interest to see how we progress with 
those recommendations. Although I am not directly responsible for the area of mental health any longer, it 
certainly will not stop me from being a key participant in further debates on mental health. 

I now want to quickly speak about safer communities and law and order. The Governor, in his speech, said — 
The Government will focus on ensuring community safety. 
Western Australians are entitled to feel safe in their community and, in particular, in their own home. 
The Government intends to introduce legislation to impose stringent new penalties for home invasions 
and serial burglars. 

That is all well and good, and no doubt we will have that debate at the appropriate time when the relevant 
legislation comes to this place. But, having said that, we seem to have a bit of a problem with this government, 
because every time there is an issue with law and order, there is another piece of legislation, and most of the time 
it is about, “If you break the law, we’re going to put you into prison.” Of course, we are creating a problem at the 
prison end—we know that—and it is becoming an increasingly complex and increasingly bigger problem. It is 
not a way in which we can continue, sustainably, to deal with law and order issues. 

In regard to this promise, unless the government has a secret plan about putting hundreds of millions of dollars 
into building new prisons, I do not know where those people who will be caught under this new legislation as a 
result of the new penalties for home invasions and serial burglaries can be accommodated. We already know that 
the prison system is overflowing; we already know that the government is strapped for funds; we know that the 
money simply is not there. The other day I was shocked. The Attorney General went on the television because 
there was a problem with the court system. There was a story on the television—I think it has been reported in 
other media—about the televising of court proceedings. The Attorney General had to go before the cameras and 
explain why he could not secure the $50 000 that was required for this camera. I just thought to myself, “Well, if 
the poor old Attorney General is being dragged out in front of the Western Australian public because this state 
can’t afford $50 000 for a camera to be used in court proceedings in WA courts, we really are in a very, very dire 
position indeed”, which begs the question, of course: where are these people going to go once the imposition of 
stringent new penalties for home invasions and serial burglaries become law, if indeed they do? We all recognise 
that we need to have safer communities—there is no question about that—and I think we all agree with that. It is 
about how we in fact get there. 

The whole question of community safety has come into greater focus in recent times. Different people have laid 
the blame for why communities are not as safe as they used to be on different reasons. Certainly, the use of drugs 
and alcohol, and the consequential effect on the behaviour of individuals, is one of those areas in which people 
have acknowledged that since we have seen more of this behaviour in the community, we are seeing a 
corresponding increase in violence and other types of crime. It is also of some interest to note that alcohol and 
drugs have also been identified as a key cost driver for Western Australia Police, as was evidenced in its 2012 
annual report, and also highlighted by the WA Commissioner of Police, Karl O’Callaghan, who stated in that 
report — 

Many of the tasks undertaken by police are alcohol-related. Research indicates that between 60–75 
per cent of all requests for police assistance can be linked to alcohol, rising to approximately 
90 per cent between the hours of 10pm and 2am. Police are reporting a very significant culture of 
determined drunkenness, particularly among those in the 18–25 age group. The underlying cause and 
effects are highly complex and will require initiatives to be implemented across a wide range of 
stakeholders. 

The commissioner was also reported in the media on 6 September last year, saying — 
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Do not be fooled into thinking that illicit drugs are key drivers in assault and anti-social behaviour. We 
are only deceiving ourselves if we fail to recognise that alcohol is, by far, the most prevalent intoxicant 
associated with these types of offences. Drug Use Monitoring Australia … has identified that 60 per 
cent of all detainees admitted to the Perth Watch House have consumed alcohol in the 24 hours leading 
up to their arrest. Nationally, half of all those arrested on weekends for assault had very recently 
ingested alcohol and unsurprisingly, most of these are males between 18 and 25. 

In Western Australia, many end up in prisons, where there is a huge pressure on beds, with double-bunking now 
almost the norm. Then there is the lack of staff and the lack of appropriate treatment for those with drug and 
alcohol problems. Most leave with virtually no rehabilitation, meaning that they are at high risk of reoffending 
post-release, and many of them do. A challenge for the government is to address this whole question of alcohol 
and to recognise that although much of the policy focus is on illicit drugs, the government needs to shift its 
thinking and recognise once and for all that alcohol is the primary cause of so much misery within our 
community. 

There is no doubt that our prison system is at crisis point. The riots at the Banksia Hill Detention Centre are a 
case in point. Certainly, people within the community, commentators and people within the sector foresaw that 
there was a high risk of those riots occurring; in other words, certain markers indicated that the risk of a riot in 
that facility was pretty high on the cards, and that is exactly what happened. 

I want to quickly move on to this question about the prison population, because, as we have seen, the 
Commissioner of Corrective Services—I do not know whether he was sacked or whether he walked—is no 
longer with us. He was a highly regarded gentleman. There is no doubt that there were increasing pressures on 
him in performing his duties. We need only look at what has happened across the whole public sector; efficiency 
dividend after efficiency dividend has been applied to government agencies and they have been continually 
asked to do more with less, while at the same time the number of people who have to be accommodated 
continues to grow. 

There has been a significant increase in the number of people incarcerated in the prison system. It goes back to 
safer communities and law and order. How do we deal with this issue? If the government just says that it will 
legislate to impose more stringent and new penalties for certain crimes, be they home invasions, serious 
burglaries or any other crime, it simply means that people will be put through the court process and may end up 
in the prison system. Consequently, a whole set of other issues arise. 

I will give a snapshot of a comparison of the adult prison populations as at 30 June 2011 and 30 June 2012; this 
is a new comparison as opposed to the average for the year. The number of sentenced prisoners in the state’s 
prisons was up by 4.7 per cent; that is an increase of 180 prisoners. Did we hear that any new facilities would be 
built to accommodate these prisoners? No, we did not; no-one heard that there would be any new facilities to 
accommodate these prisoners. This was to happen on top of the number of people who are already crammed into 
the prison system. The number of unsentenced prisoners in the prison system was up by 16.3 per cent, or an extra 
136 people. The number of male prisoners was up by 5.2 per cent; in other words, that is an increase of 222 male 
prisoners from 30 June 2011 to 30 June 2012. The number of female prisoners was up by 26.7 per cent, or an 
additional 94 prisoners. The number of Aboriginal prisoners was up by 10.8 per cent, or an additional 192 
people. The number of non-Aboriginal prisoners was up by 4.3 per cent, or an additional 124 people in the 
state’s prisons. When all those numbers are added up, the net total of the increase in the prison population from 
30 June 2011 to 30 June 2012 was 948. Is this government for real in thinking that it can increase the prison 
population by that much and it will have no material effect? It allegedly continues to legislate for further 
penalties for certain classes of offences. Truly? We have serious issues with juvenile offenders. It is no surprise 
that there is a major problem within the prison population. There is no doubt that the Commissioner of 
Corrective Services has been made a scapegoat. The new minister for prisons or justice, Mr Joe Francis — 

Hon Liz Behjat: He is the Minister for Corrective Services. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: The Minister for Corrective Services; okay. It is a technical problem; do not 
worry. 

Hon Peter Collier: Keep up! 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: Beam me up, Scotty! 

I do not know how or why the new minister sacked the commissioner —  

Hon Liz Behjat: He did not; he resigned. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: He resigned! Let us face it; he would not have resigned unless there was 
pressure on him to resign. I know he is a man who was totally committed to the cause, and he would not have 
gone of his own accord. He was pushed; there is nothing surer than that. The worst in all of this is that this 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 16 May 2013] 

 p668a-671a 
Hon Helen Morton; Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich 

 [4] 

minister has not even put up any proposal, sound or otherwise, about what he intends to do that is different to 
deal with the crisis of our growing prison population. I have not heard from Joe Francis. He was on the block for 
a matter of only two weeks before he pushed the commissioner. He needs to be called to account. What are his 
bright ideas to deal with this issue? How does he intend to deal with this issue? I think that what has happened is 
absolutely wrong. It is a poor reflection on the minister; it is a poor reflection on the government. It is an 
absolute disgrace that the prison population has increased by 948 people in one year. Not only have there been 
no increases in funding, but also the Department of Corrective Services has been subject to efficiency dividends 
and has had to harvest saving after saving after saving. The minister needs to hang his head in shame; the 
government needs to hang its head in shame on this issue. 

There is no doubt that there are many challenges facing this government, but I have not finished what I want to 
say on all the things that I am concerned about, because there is much to be concerned about. 

I will quickly comment on health. My experience is that many people who have had an interface with the health 
system are often disappointed with the quality of service that they get through the public health system. They are 
concerned at the waiting times and they are concerned at the speed at which doctors have to work because of the 
volume of patients they see. Consequently, the risk of error is considerably heightened. For example, I know a 
woman who suffered a complication after an operation; a doctor made a mistake about something. She has been 
in and out of hospital over the last couple of years to try to get this matter rectified. It was an adverse incident 
that should never have happened. 
I note that I am running out of time. The next time I rise to speak, I want to get on to the matter of economic 
development, which should be of great interest to everybody, even though it will be delivered by me! 
Hon Liz Behjat: Whatever you say is always of great interest to us! 
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: I will leave the best till last. In view of the time, I will defer my comments on 
economic development. Some very important issues need to be canvassed about the direction of Western 
Australia. I know there is massive investment in the resource sector, with some $5 billion worth of resource 
projects either approved or under consideration. That is all good, but I feel that the good outcomes are not being 
spread throughout the community and I think some matters need to be canvassed in relation to that. 
[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later sitting.] 
Debate thus interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[See below.]  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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